
 

 

 

 

PROGRAM CHAIR REPORT FOR 49TH AGM AND SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS 

Good afternoon CANN executives, and members.  Hello from sunny Halifax, Nova Scotia.  I want to thank 

everyone from CANN for asking our chapter to hold this year’s AGM in our beautiful city.  It was an 

honor to be this year’s Conference Program Chair. 

 

Our organizing committee worked very hard over the past year to provide everyone with a wonderful 

conference.  My conference committee consisted of two program chairs, 3 Scientific Chairs, 

Membership, Treasurer, and many other members helping with everything along the way.  A big thank-

you to my conference committee.  We got it done. The evaluations we received 49/127 attended. 

 

Short overview of evaluations 

-conference  met my expectations- 3 agree, 16-strongly agree 

-conference  was well organized- 3- agree, 17- strongly agree 

- hotel  facilities were satisfactory 1- disagree, 8- agree, 11- strongly agree 

- the  meals and breaks were satisfactory- 1 disagree, 5-agree, 14- strongly agree 

-the format of the program was satisfactory-6- agree, 14- strongly agree 

16 MEMBERS rated the overall conference as excellent, and 4 rated as good 

 

Final totals for revenue isn’t finalized, but preliminary shows a great profit for our Chapter, and CANN 

national.  Total sponsorship for our conference $29,151.18. 

 

Issues and final thoughts for future upcoming conferences 



Sponsorship posed an issue.  I started networking previous sponsors early in September.  Many 

companies weren’t able to confirm sponsorship until early January 2018, due to year end, which made it 

difficult for chapter to complete or order, conference items, etc. 

I had emailed Previous sponsors (gold and platinum), and no responses from either.  I was given many 

peoples’ names to the  companies,  but again, I didn’t receive any response.  This should make it a bit 

easier at next year’s conference, now that we have a new Conference  Sponsorship liason. 

We had a small issue with a big Sponsor (Genzyme), a couple of weeks prior to conference.  The 

representative was upset that a speaker for MS, wasn’t presenting.  He advised me to review the 

acceptance letter for the 5 year commitment from Genzyme. I wasn’t aware that there was a stipulation 

to the 5 year agreement.  Initially this was a shock to our Scientific committee, but I was able to provide 

a speaker for this sponsored meal. 

Hotel officials for the Atlantica were great to work with. We did have some negative reviews, regards to 

cleanliness, but our chapter didn’t have any issues.  The hotel was close to downtown.  When we were 

looking for venues for the conference, many hotels were too expensive, room rentals very expensive, 

and no perks for conference room rentals/conference rental space etc. The Atlantica provided us with 

these. 

We had an issue with AV company, on the morning of our BOD meeting, but the Atlantica personnel, set 

us up with their equipment, and the crisis was averted.  Food for  thought, ensure to contact your AV 

people, and your Vendor display booth people, a few days prior.  I didn’t, and there was an issue with 

both companies. 

As this year’s program Chair, I think we provided everyone a great conference, and based on the 

evaluations we received from  the members who attended, they  enjoyed the sessions as well, and also 

the networking with their fellow neuroscience nurses.   I enjoyed working with my Conference Planning 

Committee, and I appreciate being given the opportunity to be this year’s Program Chair. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Joan Pacione 

NS CANN Councilor 

Program Chair 

 

 

 

 

Kindest regards 

Joan Pacione RegN 



CANN NS Councillor for CANN 

2018 Conference Program Chair 

902-576-2312 


