
 

Greetings from Friendly Manitoba, 

Happy spring everyone!  Here in Manitoba we are certainly glad to see the end of the deep freeze and 

snow! 

Our Manitoba chapter has had a productive couple of months, hosting two evening workshops.  The first 

was held in January and featured some of our social work colleagues coming to talk to us about 

“Existential pain at the end of life.”  This was a fascinating presentation outlining what the literature has 

to say about the indicators of suffering that patients and families experience when faced with end of 

life.  It was a good reminder about the importance of caring for the “whole” patient and their families 

when the outcomes are not what we, or they, would like.  In our neurosurgery population this is 

especially important as often our patients become incapacitated under sudden or traumatic 

circumstances, which can be very difficult for families to process.  

In April we held a workshop with Jodi Dusik-Sharpe presenting on a patient case study of a gentleman 

who suffered a severe intracerebral hemorrhage, but who was living in Canada illegally and without 

insurance.  The initial prognosis for this individual was quite poor, but with the help of an incredible 

interdisciplinary team, he was ultimately able to recover enough function to return to his home country 

and he continues to make incredible gains, even now, several years later!  These kinds of success stories 

are why we do what we do. 

Plans are under way for our next workshop! 

Manitoba’s membership has continued to increase, and we are currently at 24 members!  This year it is 

looking like Manitoba will have a large contingent of attendees at the Montreal conference as well (at 

least for us, anyway).  There are at least 10 neuroscience nurses that I know of who plan to attend the 

conference in June! 

See you all there! 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jennifer Schneider, RNBN 

Manitoba Councillor 

https://mind-tomatoes.squarespace.com/

