
Digital Archiving Report – March 24, 2019 – Errol Isaac and Andrew Kwan 

  

Dear CANN BoD, 

  

We had the pleasure of spending this weekend at Betty Ross’ lovely home in Kelowna, where 

we spent approximately 20 hours going through the CANN Archives. There are 10 full office 

boxes of archived material. Errol and I were able to digitally archive Box 1 and 2 (minus the last 

few years which I took back to do separately), which was a summary of all association business 

from pre-planning in 1967 until present. 

  

With Box 1 and 2 since we have digitally recorded all relevant information, we recommend that 

the contents be appropriately destroyed except for a few hard copy ‘artifacts’, which include 

some of the first letters written by Jessie Young, some of the initial correspondence with the 

creation of CANN and a letter from Jean Chretien providing greetings to our annual meeting 

(that year it was in Ottawa). 

  

We also looked over the contents of the other boxes and the summary is as follows: 

Box 3 – Awards, Past President CVs, Scientific/Specialty Group meetings, and other assorted 

correspondence with historical significance. This box will require some attention. 

  

Boxes 4 and 5 – Previous financial statements, receipts, etc. This box carries very little 

significance and once the annual financial statement has been digitized and audited then we 

recommend that the contents should be destroyed. 

  

Box 6 – Assorted books. Most of the books do not have any significance to CANN and can be 

given away or disposed of. A few books will have some sentimental value (eg some books 

owned by Jessie Young which include a history of Neurosurgery in Canada) and some books 

will have sentimental value to those working in certain hospitals (eg Toronto Hospital Nursing 

Alumnae) but not to CANN. Overall some of the books could be digitized if we choose to but 

many in our opinion do not need to be in our archives. 

In Box 6 I found a VHS of an interview with Jessie Young that I will try to get digitized through a 

local source and potentially this could be played at our next conference. 

  

Box 7 – The hard copy collection of AXON and CJNN. This could be easily digitized, however I 

believe that most of our copies of CJNN and some of AXON should be digitized through our 

publisher already. How far back could we get digital copies of these journals so to avoid any 

potential shipping costs? 

  

Box 8 – Conference Planning Binders from the mid 1990s. We recommend the destruction of 

these documents. 

  

Box 9 and 10 – Assorted Photo Albums from various CANN events and past conferences. This 

would be a worthwhile discussion as to how we should digitally store this. Many of the pictures 

are unlabeled and many do not have dates attached. 



  

Overall while it might not seem like much was accomplished (since we ‘only’ got through 2 

boxes) we have processed association business (which is approximately 5000 pages) and 

represents the lion’s share of work. Once decisions are made with the other boxes we can make 

arrangements with Betty to have them moved so the work can continue in the future. 
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